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Threshold

i The braisa had stated: Others state: A threshold serves as two
i domains: if the door is open, it is as the inside (a private
i domain); if it is shut, it is as the outside (a public domain).

[The Gemora now assumes that the braisa is referring to a
threshold lying at the opening of a blind alley (closed on three
sides) between it and the public road. Biblically, one is
permitted to carry in such an alley, but the Rabbis decreed that
i jt is forbidden, lest people confuse it with an actual public
domain. It can be made fit for carrying by planting a lechi
(sidepost) at the side of the opening, or a korah (crossbeam) at
the entrance. This threshold is the floor of this entranceway.
The “Others” ruled that if the door is swung open, the threshold
is regarded as the inside of the alley, and it is permitted to carry
: there.]

EThe Gemora asks: Even if it has no lechi (sidepost — on the
outside of the threshold)!? But Rav Chama bar Gurya said in the
name of Rav: That which lies within the entranceway (which is
beyond the lechi) requires another lechi to permit it. [The lechi
Eis fixed on the inner side of the entranceway, so that the
threshold does not come within its influence and therefore it
must be enclosed, as it were, and converted into a private
domain before carrying in it is permitted. This contradicts the
! braisa, which taught that it is permitted to carry in the
threshold as long as the door is opened!?]

And you cannot answer that the “Others” are referring to a
threshold which is not four tefachim by four tefachim (it is not
four tefachim deep; and since it is an insignificant area, it does
not need a new lechi to permit carrying in it; rather, the lechi
which is on the inside suffices for it — when the door is swung

open), for surely Rav Chama bar Gurya said in the name of Rav:
That which lies within the entranceway (which is beyond the
lechi) — even if it is not four tefachim by four tefachim - requires i
another lechi to permit it! :

Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: The reference here is to
the threshold of an alley (a mavoi), half of which is covered (by
a korah) and half uncovered, the covering being toward the
inner side. Therefore, if the door is open, it (the part of the
threshold underneath the korah) is regarded as inside (and it is
permitted to carry there, for this Tanna maintains that it is i
permitted to carry underneath the permitting korah); if,
however, the door is shut, it (the part of the thresholdé
underneath the korah) is regarded as the outside (and oneé
cannot carry underneath it, for now that the doors are shut, the
korah no longer adjusts the mavoi, and no reason exists to
permit carrying inside that threshold). :

Rav Ashi answered: After all, it refers to the threshold of a
house, and e.g., where it is covered over with two beams,
neither being four (tefachim wide), and there are less than
three (tefachim) between them, while the door is in theé
middle: if the door (of the entrance) is open, it (the entire
threshold) is regarded as inside (for the two beams, using the
principle of ‘lavud’ are regarded as connected, and now that it
is a four-tefach roof, we can apply the principle of ‘pi tikrah
yored v’soseim’ -- the edge of a roof descends and closes, which :
serves to partition the threshold at its outer extremity,; this
enables one to carry there); if shut, it is regarded as outside
(and one cannot carry there, for the principle of ‘pi tikrah yored
v’soseim’ -- the edge of a roof descends and closes only applies
when there is a four-tefach roof). :
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EThe braisa had stated: But if the threshold is ten (tefachim)
;high and four (tefachim) wide, it is a separate domain (by
! jtself).

The Gemora notes: This supports Rav Yitzchak bar Avdimi, for
ERav Yitzchak bar Avdimi said: Rabbi Meir used to teach:
Wherever you find two domains (separated by ten tefachim)
Ewhich are really one, e.g.,, a pillar in private domain ten
;(tefachim) high and four wide, one may not re-arrange a
i burden on it, for fear of a mound in a public domain (of the
same size; since such constitutes a private domain, one may not
move an object from it into the street, and so, even when
situated in a private domain, it is also forbidden, lest one lead
to the other). (9a)

Mishna

One must not sit down before a barber (to have his hair cut)
near (the time of) Minchah (the afternoon prayer) until he has
prayed. Similarly, one may not enter a bathhouse or a tannery,
nor may he start to eat, nor may he judge a case (until he
prays); yet, if he began (any of the above), he does not need to
interrupt (that which he is doing in order to pray). One must
interrupt for the reading of the Shema, but not for prayer. (9b)
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Before Praying

The Mishna states that one may not perform certain activities
i close to the time of Minchah. The Rishonim debate if these
i prohibitions apply equally to one who will be praying Maariv.

The Aruch Hashulchan understands from the language of the
Shulchan Aruch that all these prohibition ns are only stated
i with regard to Minchah, but concerning Maariv, one is only
forbidden to eat food that will induce sleep. Any other activity
that will not cause one to fall asleep is permitted, as the night is
long and there is no reason to suspect that one will forget to
recite Shema.

The Tur writes that the times for praying Shacharis and Maariv
i are set, as one prays Shacharis upon arising in the morning and

one prays Maariv upon returning from work. For this reason,
there is no concern that one will engage in other activities prior
to praying. Regarding Minchah, however, since it is in the i
middle of the day and one could become preoccupied with his
activities, the Chachamim prohibited one from engaging in
these activities prior to praying Minchah. :

In the Sefer Shabbos Shel Me, the author wonders why the
Mishna states, “one may not sit down before a barber to have
his cut,” as opposed to simply stating, “one should not take a i
haircut?” :

The Shabbos Shel Me answers that the Mishna is teaching us
that although the person is sitting with the barber and the
barber can remind him to pray Minchah, nonetheless, theé
Chachamim prohibited one from taking a haircut prior toé
praying Minchah. :

The Shabbos Shel offers an alternative answer. Although it is
likely that the barber is equipped with more than one scissors
and we need not fear that his scissors will break, it is still
forbidden to take a haircut prior to Minchah. The Mishnah
Berurah, quotes the Magen Avraham, however, who writesé
that taking a haircut may be permitted if the barber isé
equipped with more than one pair of scissors. :
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