
  

- 1 -   
 

Daf Notes is currently being dedicated to the neshamot of 

Moshe Raphael ben Yehoshua (Morris Stadtmauer) o”h 

Tzvi Gershon ben Yoel (Harvey Felsen) o”h 

May the studying of the Daf Notes be a zechus for their neshamot and may their souls find peace in Gan Eden and be bound up in the Bond of life 

Visit us on the web at dafnotes.com or email us at info@dafnotes.com to subscribe © Rabbi Avrohom Adler 

L’zecher Nishmas HaRav Raphael Dov ben HaRav Yosef Yechezkel Marcus O”H 

 

L’zecher Nishmas HaRav Raphael Dov ben HaRav Yosef Yechezkel Marcus O”H 

 Avodah Zarah Daf 32 

The Mishnah had stated: Hadrianic earthenware is 

forbidden. 

 

What is Hadrainic earthenware? Rav Yehudah said in the 

name of Shmuel: This refers to the earthenware of 

Hadrian Caesar.  

 

When Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisroel, he said: Virgin 

soil, which had not been cultivated before. He cultivated 

it and planted vines there (which produced an extremely 

strong wine). The wine [produced] they used to pour into 

white jugs, which absorbed the wine. These vessels, they 

broke into fragments which they used to carry, and 

wherever they arrived (at their destination) they soaked 

them [in water] and drank of it.  

 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Our first [quality wine] is 

only equal to their third [soaking]. (32a1) 

 

The question was asked: How about placing these shards 

as supports of the legs of a bed? Is this intention to 

preserve a [forbidden thing] for some other purpose 

allowed or forbidden?  

 

Come and hear! For Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Yochanan 

[argued about it], one pronouncing it as forbidden and 

the other as permitted.  

 

An objection was raised: Wine kept in barrels or leather 

jars belonging to idolaters is forbidden for drinking but 

permitted for deriving benefit. Shimon ben Guda 

testified in the presence of Rabban Gamliel's son that 

Rabban Gamliel drank of such in Acco, but this was not 

accepted. As to leather flasks belonging to idolaters, 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said in the name of Rabbi 

Yehoshua ben Kefusai that it is forbidden to make of 

them saddles for a donkey. Now in this latter case there 

is an intention to preserve [the forbidden thing] for some 

other purpose and yet we are taught that it is forbidden!  

 

The Gemara counters: According to your opinion then, 

the sale of [earthenware] jugs of idolaters should also be 

forbidden, for what difference is there between [leather] 

flaska and [earthenware] jugs? 

 

Rather, Rava said: There is a [precautionary] decree that 

if his flask will split open he might take the saddle off a 

donkey and patch his own with it. 

 

The Gemara asks: Now according to the one who holds 

that the intention to preserve [a forbidden thing] for 

some other purpose is forbidden, why is the use of 

[earthenware] jugs allowed?  

 

The Gemara answers: He can say to you that in that case 

the forbidden matter is not there in substance, whereas 

in the other case the substance of the forbidden matter 

is there. (32a1 – 32a2) 

 

[It has been stated above:] But this was not accepted. 
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A contradiction was raised: Wine (of a Jew) contained in 

leather bottles of idolaters is forbidden for drinking but 

permitted for deriving benefit. Shimon ben Godei’a 

testified in the presence of Rabban Gamliel's son that 

Rabban Gamliel drank of such in Acco, and it was 

accepted!  

 

The Gemara answers: What is meant there is that it was 

not accepted by all of his colleagues, but it was the son 

who did accept it. Or, if you wish, it may be said that Guda 

is one and Godei’a is another. (32a2 – 32a3) 

 

The Mishnah had stated: Skins pierced at the animal's 

heart. Our Rabbis taught: What is [the sign of] such a 

heart-rent skin? If it is rent opposite the heart and is 

round like a window-like opening [it must be inspected] - 

if there is a drop of coagulated blood on it, it is forbidden, 

but if it has no such drop of blood it is permitted.  

 

Rav Huna said: That is only if it has not been treated with 

salt, but if salt has been applied to it, it is forbidden in 

either case, as the salt may have removed it. (32a3 – 

32b1) 

 

The Mishnah had stated: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel 

said: When its rent is round [the skin] is forbidden, but if 

oblong it is permitted.  

 

Rav Yosef said in the name of Rav Yehudah who said it in 

the name of Shmuel: The halachah rests with Rabban 

Shimon ben Gamliel. Said Abaye: The halachah [rests 

with him] implies that the matter is disputed! But what 

difference does it make to you? retorted the other. To 

which he replied: Is the learning of Gemara, then, to be 

like the singing of a song? (32b1) 

 

The Mishnah had stated: Meat which is being brought 

into an idolatrous place is permitted. 

 

What Tanna's opinion might this represent? — Said Rabbi 

Chiya bar Abba in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: Not that 

of Rabbi Eliezer; for were it Rabbi Eliezer's, surely he 

holds the opinion that an idolater has generally idolatry 

in his mind. (32b1) 

 

The Mishnah had stated: But that which is brought out is 

forbidden, because it is regarded as sacrifices of the 

dead. 

 

What is the reason? Because it is impossible for some 

idolatrous sacrifice not to have taken place. 

 

Whose [opinion might this represent]? — That of Rabbi 

Yehudah ben Beseirah; for it has been taught: Rabbi 

Yehudah ben Beseirah said: From where can we deduce 

that idolatrous offerings convey tumah through (sharing 

one) roof? From the verse: They joined themselves unto 

Ba'al Peor, and ate the sacrifices of the dead — as a dead 

body conveys tumah through (sharing one) roof, so also 

an idolatrous sacrifice causes such tumah through 

(sharing one) roof. (32b1 – 32b1) 

 

DAILY MASHAL 

 

Is the learning of Gemara, then, to be like the singing of 

a song? 

 

Twenty years ago, we have been shown an example of 

exile that strikes to the hearts of our brethren in Gush 

Katif, and the surrounding Jewish settlements in Gaza. 

Communities torn apart; shuls, yeshivos, houses and 

businesses slated for destruction; families driven from 

the homes they have known throughout their lives. 

Regardless of our political views on the matter, the plight 
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of our brethren opens our hearts to think about what 

exile entails, what Eretz Yisrael means to us, and what 

price we are required to pay to earn the right to live 

there. 

 

With this in mind, we turn our attention to the Meoros 

Daf HaYomi shiur in Natzor Chazani, a settlement in the 

Gaza Strip. This shiur is an unparalleled example of 

relentless, daily commitment to Torah study. Despite the 

physical, emotional, and financial hardships imposed 

upon the community, Torah study takes precedence. Daf 

Yomi comes before all else, and the shiur goes on. To 

them, we can surely apply the famous statement of the 

Vilna Gaon’s son, that when the Jewish people engage in 

the joyous pursuit of Torah study, Hashem gathers 

together the angels of Heaven and declares before them, 

“Behold My beloved children, who disregard their own 

suffering, and toil in Torah to bring Me joy.” 

 

Their ardent commitment was poignantly demonstrated 

a few weeks ago, when a rocket exploded outside the 

shul, right in the middle of R’ Gad Shalvin’s Daf Yomi 

shiur. The bomb hit the courtyard outside the shul, where 

the group of Daf Yomi students had assembled just 

moments before the shiur began. The bomb did no 

greater damage than to disrupt the shiur for just a short 

moment, and then the melodious voice of Torah study 

once again rang through the shul unperturbed. 
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